
HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE:
 
LEADER GUIDE - We are excited for groups 2020!  You may have a new group or some new faces
in your group this season; make sure to spend some time making the new folks feel welcomed!
Thank you for serving!
The purpose of this guide is to help you facilitate your group gathering. Pick the questions that best
work for your group or feel free to add your own. The purpose is to facilitate healthy community
that transforms our lives over time. Each week incorporates three elements:  Relationship building,
Biblical discussion and Prayer.

ON YOUR RADAR:

This is the second week of a new semester. You may have some new faces already and possibly
you have people already that are no longer in your group...this is ok. This is the time to get to know
your group, develop and deepen relationships and set a healthy culture. If you have new people in
your group or your group is brand new, make sure they feel welcomed and known. Remember:
TIPS AND INFORMATION FOR LEADING A SUCCESSFUL GROUP ARE AVAILABLE IN THE
RESOURCES TAB ON YOUR ONLINE GROUP PAGE.
 
LEADERS: Make sure everyone knows the group expectations. What times you meet, where and
what time you can expect to end and what the rules of the group are.  This is crucial for
establishing healthy boundaries, developing trust and creating accountability. 
Read out loud... We will commit to:

1. LISTEN. We are here to hear from God and hear from one another. Listening takes humility,
courage, and discipline.
2. RESPECT each other. Observe confidentiality. Start and end on time. Be brief in sharing.
Respect each other's life stage, limitations, and journey.
3. ENCOURAGE one another. We are to build one another up. No fixing, saving, judging or
preaching at one another. We are all in this together.

 
Opening question: Pick one
What are the financial worries, desires and compulsions that you wake up thinking about? 
This week was Superbowl week, if you watched, what did you notice about the commercial
propaganda, advertisements and commercials? What were you being sold and did it work?
 
 

F e b r u a r y  2 ,  2 0 2 0
Message by: Jason Whalen

LEADER GUIDE

M A K I N G

C H A N G E

OVERVIEW:

This is not about guilt and shame. Jesus is telling his disciples what the KEYS to the Kingdom ARE!
JESUS WANTS YOU AND I TO BE FREE. Money, financial woes, desires for more...these things are
what wreck our health, our marriages, our sanity...Money worries keep us up at night and create
anxiety. Again, Jesus loves you and listening to his warnings, listening to his words, obeying his
commands promises to bring LIFE to you.
 
Background text: Matthew 6:19-34
"19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on Earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves
break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. (cont'd)



 
(cont'd) For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.The eye is the lamp of your body.
So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one
can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 
 
25 Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than about food, and your body more
than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you
by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you,
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of
the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe
you, O you of little faith? Therefore, do not be anxious saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall
we drink? or "What shall we wear?' For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you. 34 Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble,

DISCUSSION:

ASK: Who was at church this Sunday? Was there anything in the sermon that struck you or stood
out to you? 
 
Read: 6:19-21 
Ask: Why do we store treasures here on earth? What do we think they will do for us? Ask: Why
does Jesus say “where your treasure is, there your heart is also…”
 
Read: 6:22-23
Ask: What does it mean to have a “dark eye” and what does it mean to have your eye, as the lamp
of the body? 
 
Read 6:24 
Ask: How would we know and when do we know if we are “serving money?”  And what does it
mean to choose between the two masters? 
 
Read 6:25-34 FOCUS ON verse 33
Verse 33 is the guiding statement to all who will follow him, what does it look like for you TODAY
to seek first the kingdom of God?

PRAY:

Prayer is so very important. Take time and share prayer requests, lift one another up and take
care of each other.
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Thanks for leading and serving! Contact us at:    

 groups@gracebibleag.com with any questions or roster

changes.  Don't forget to download the church center

app for additional resources!


