
HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE:
 
LEADER GUIDE - We are excited for groups 2020!  You may have a new group or some
new faces in your group this season; make sure to spend some time making the new folks
feel welcomed! Thank you for serving!
 
The purpose of this guide is to help you facilitate your group gathering. There will be more
material than any group can get through, which is good since the goal is to give you options
to lead a successful gathering. Pick the questions that best work for your group or feel free
to add your own questions. The purpose is not to get through the material, but to facilitate
healthy community that transforms our lives over time. Each week incorporates three
elements:  Relationship building, Biblical discussion and Prayer.

ON YOUR RADAR:

This is the first week of a new semester. This is the time to get to know your group, develop
or deepen relationships, and set or RESET a healthy culture. If you have new people in your
group or your group is brand new, make sure they feel welcomed and known. 
 
Take attendance. Taking attendance and reporting is helpful and necessary for each group.
Regular attendance is a commitment. Regular attendance is vital for creating trust and
bonding as a group. 
 
Make sure everyone knows the group expectations. What times you meet, where and what
time you can expect to end, and what the rules of the group are.  This is crucial for
establishing healthy boundaries, developing trust and creating accountability.
 
Get to know your new people and make it as easy as possible for them to get to know you.
NAME TAGS HELP. THE main purpose of the gathering is to know God and know one
another better. People grow (transform) in the context of relationships. With this week
being week 1, spend as much time as you need, getting to know one another. The groups
structure should be something like this: 
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M A K I N G

C H A N G E

Name tags1.
2. Take attendance
3. Eat and mingle
4. Share group expectations

5. Relationship building 
6. Discussion
7. Prayer/Close

Please read the Group expectations together...
We will commit to: LISTEN. We are here to hear from God and hear from one another.
Listening takes humility, courage and discipline.
 
RESPECT each other. Speak for yourself. Observe confidentiality. Start and end on time. 
Be brief in sharing.  Respect each other’s life stage, limitations and journey.
 
ENCOURAGE one another. We are here to build one another up. No fixing, saving, judging
or preaching at one another. We are all in this together.



OVERVIEW:

We are three weeks into a series called “Making Change” and the BIG IDEA of this series is
to start the year off as a church asking the question, “God, are we aligned with your
desires?” We understand that none of us have fully given over every part of us to God,
and, together, we want to make the changes that God would have for us. 
This week we focus on being generous...
 
Background text: We looked at 2 Corinthians 9:6-15. 
Paul is imploring the church at Corinth to be generous  in their giving as their brothers and
sisters suffer in Jerusalem. Paul is so enamored by God and compelled by HIS glory and
God’s mission that all money and goods have their rightful place among Paul's
perspective; he knows its all Gods stuff to do whatever He needs to do with it!  God is
never in the position to take, all generosity is from God who is Himself the giver of all good
things. God is not a taker, he is the ultimate giver. This is why Paul doesn't want to compel
people to tithe, he wants people to see God's heart, which will make them more generous!

DISCUSSION:

As we kick off the new series at Church, what have you thought about how we have
addressed the issue of money? 
 
Why do you think money is such a hot topic or sensitive subject in our American culture? 
 
If God were to give you a windfall of money, say 1 million dollars, what would you do with
it? 
 
Read: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
What strikes you about this passage? Is there anything about Paul's perspective that
resonates with you? What in Paul’s writing here might rub people the wrong way? 
 
Look at verse 9-10: If we sow generously - we reap bountifully ...what does this mean and
what doe sit bot mean? How and where can we apply this principle? How have you seen
this play out in your life? 
 
Have you been compelled at all to trust God more in any way through this sermon series
or this particular message? Please share.

PRAY:

This is an extremely important time. Do whatever you need to make sure you are lifting

one another in prayer. Follow up with one another throughout the week and watch how

God works!
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Thanks for leading and serving! Contact us at:    

 groups@gracebibleag.com with any questions or roster

changes.  Don't forget to download the church center

app for additional resources!


